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Friday 13th January 2017 
From Mrs May 
 
Happy New Year to everyone! On Monday, the school staff had an INSET day about how to maximise 
the impact of teaching assistants. It was a great day, full of useful discussions and tips for 
improvement. I think that everyone learnt something new and I look forward to seeing the children 
benefit from a really worthwhile day of learning. 
The first week of term has flown by. It’s always amazing to see how quickly we all get back into the 
swing of things. I have popped in and out of classrooms and seen some fabulous lessons.  
Yesterday afternoon, a group of head teachers from local primary schools met to discuss a variety of 
issues. It is really helpful to have a network of peers to debate with, learn from, etc. It was a very 
useful meeting. 
In assembly this morning, we talked about the New Year’s Honours list. It’s good to know that not 
only school children are rewarded for working hard and doing good deeds, but that rewards 
continue throughout life. I wonder which of our current children might be knighted in the future! 

From Mr Livesey 
 

Investments - We have invested £12,000 in IT recently. We have purchased many new laptops for 

the school children, as well as having current children’s and staff computers upgraded or renewed. A 

new whole building superior internet system has been installed. This allows whole classes of children 

to access the internet quickly during lessons. Other hardware, licences and antivirus have been 

purchased to support all concerned including nursery. A new safe offsite data system and storage for 

records and child progress tracking is being developed, as well as enhancements to the website. 

Thanks to Keith and Richard, our caretakers, we have new carpets and flooring in the Key Stage 2 

building, as well as freshly painted walls. 

We continue to invest more and more in staff professional development courses to enhance the 

learning experience of the children. 

Fees - We are happy to help parents by allowing them to pay their school fees monthly instead of at 

the start of each term. The school fees are then spread over 12 equal months and will obviously 

include a payment due in August.  

Yellow Hatched Area - We have a number of children who may need emergency support at any 

time. Please can parents not park and leave their cars in this area whilst dropping off their children. 

This area is for ambulances, and older school children to be dropped off whilst their parents stay in 

the car and drive away immediately. 

Holiday Scheme - Thanks to the dedicated and caring school assistants and holiday staff, the 

children had an exciting busy time. Activities included Indian dancing, Yoga, Zumba, balloon 

workshop, entertainer and many fun special act and craft activities including some with fairy lights. 

Please book as early as possible in future as we were unable to accommodate several children due 

to demand.  
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Nursery Places - We are full until September (and most of these places have already gone), with 

many on a waiting list to start sooner. Please understand that we have no space for younger siblings 

to start at short notice. We are also unable to increase the numbers of days a child attends each 

week at short notice. Please book new places and increased number of days each week as far in 

advance as possible.  

Holiday Club 

The programme and booking form for February half term will be on the website shortly. (They may 
already be there.) Please take a look and return your form as soon as possible. 

Nursery News 
 
Cherry children went exploring in the garden, to see what they 
could see, 
Under the plants, over the stones, up and down the trees. 
As they looked and looked all around,  
A spider was eventually found. 
The spider was placed carefully under the magnifying glass, 
A look of wonder appeared from the children in Cherry class,  
Legs were counted, the colour was noted, before being placed back 
on the grass, Home to the spider family at last!  

   
 
 
 
 

Congratulations 

Luca (KS1) came to me for an award from Mrs May because he prepared an amazing Power Point 
presentation for his class all about his holiday to Thailand. His work included maps, information and 
family photos. He put in lots of effort and his class loved hearing all about his holiday. 

Siyana and Ahren (also KS1) have also been busy doing that bit extra. They prepared a Christmas quiz 
for their class at the end of last term. The questions were not all easy but their friends enjoyed the 
challenge. Well done to them both, especially for being so well prepared. 
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Sara (UKS2) went to visit family in India over the holidays and wrote a really interesting diary about 
her time there. I feel like I know some of her cousins now; she included so much detail about them 
all. Great job, Sara! 

Dates for your Diary  

NB – All new items are highlighted 
 

Date Time & Place Event Notes 

Wednesday 18th Jan 7.30pm in the school 
hall 

FoL meeting  All welcome – it would 
be great to see some 
new faces 

Friday 27th January 9-9.30am UKS2 class assembly UKS2 parents 
welcome 

Friday 3rd February 9am  Musicians’ Assembly Parents of UKS2 and 
other performers all 
welcome 

Tuesday 7th February Details as per 9/9 
newsletter 

O2 Arena Young 
Voices  

All choir members, all 
Year 6 pupils, plus 
relatives & friends 

Tuesday 21st February During the morning KS1 to visit Watford 
Fire Station 

Full school uniform inc 
coats, hats, etc for 
walking 

Friday 24th February 9-9.30am KS1 class assembly KS1 parents welcome 

Friday 24th Feb Details soon – please 
hold the date 

Quiz Night All adults welcome 

Monday 27th February During the school day LKS2 Viking Day More details soon 

Monday 6th March 8.30 – 3.30 LKS2 trip to Bletchley 
Park 

All children need a 
packed lunch please 

The children will be introduced to a variety of codes and ciphers that have been used throughout 
history. They will make devices for sending coded messages. The workshop will mix practical skills 
with logic and problem solving.  Travel is by coach. The cost is £23 and this will be added to your 
invoice. 

Monday 13th March 9am – 3pm FS & UKS2 trip to 
Mount Fitchet Castle 

All children need a 
packed lunch please 

Mount Fitchet is a Norman motte and bailey castle and village that has been faithfully 
reconstructed on its original site in Essex. This trip will support class topics on medieval history 
(UKS2) and castles (FS). PSHE will feature too as buddy relationships are strengthened. The cost of 
this trip is £18 and this will be added to your invoice. 

Friday 17th March 9-9.30am FS and Year 6 
assembly 

FS and Year 6 parents 
welcome 

Wednesday 14th June 
– Friday 16th June 

3 days UKS2 residential More details to follow 

 


